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UNCLAS QUEBEC 0284 

EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: PINT, PGOV, CA 

SUB J : RYAN COMMENTS ON REGINA 

REF: QUEBEC 0246 

1 . IN FIRST PUBLIC STATEMENT SINCE HIS RETURN FROM VACATION, 

QUEBEC LIBERAL PARTY CHIEF CLAUDE RYAN VOICED HIS SUPPORT FOR 
POSITION ON CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM TAKEN BY PROVINCIAL PREMIERS 
IN REGINA LAST WEEK. RYAN REPEATED HIS EARLIER WARNINGS TO 
OTTAWA (REFTEL) THAT CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM MUST BE UNDERTAKEN 
JOINTLY BY THE FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS IN ALL AREAS, 
AND THAT UNILATERAL MEASURES BY OTTAWA WOULD DOOM THE WHOLE 
PROCESS. HE REITERATED AS WELL THAT FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL DIS 
CUSSIONS SHOULD EMBRACE ALL ASPECTS OF CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM, BUT 
THAT THE REDISTRIBUTION OF POWERS BETWEEN THE TWO LEVELS OF 
GOVERNMENT REMAINS THE "KEY SUBJECT" TO BE BROACHED. 

2. ON QUEBEC'S PERFORMANCE AT REGINA, RYAN CONGRATULATED 
THE GOVERNMENT FOR "DECIDING AT LAST TO ACT LIKE A GOOD PROVIN- 
CIAL GOVERNMENT, AS IT HAD PROMISED IN NOVEMBER 1976." IT IS 
CLEAR, RYAN SAID, THAT IF THE GOQ REFRAINS FROM 

"CONSTANTLY BRANDISHING THE MENACE OF SEPARATION" AND CONDUCTS 
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ITSELF RESPONSIBLY, THEN CONSTRUCTIVE REFORMS ARE POSSIBLE WITHIN 
THE PRESENT CONSTITUTIONAL CONTEXT. RYAN WARNED THAT THE GOQ 
HAD ACTED CONTRUCTIVELY IN REGINA, HOWEVER, ONLY BECAUSE "IT HAD 
NO CHOICE." ONE MUST NOT LOSE SIGHT OF THE FACT THAT THE REAL 
OBJECTIVE OF THIS GOVERNMENT IS NOT A RENEWED FEDERALISM BUT 
THE POLITICAL SEPARATION OF QUEBEC. "BETWEEN THE RENEWED FEDERA- 
LISM DESIRED BY MOST QUEBECERS AND THE SOVEREIGNTY-ASSOCIAITON 
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WHICH IS THE OBJECTIVE OF THE LEVESQUE GOVERNMENT, THERE IS MORE 
THAN JUST A DIFFERENCE OF DEGREE. THERE IS A FUNDAMENTAL 
INCOMPATIBILITY BETWEEN THE TWO OPTIONS. THE GOVERNMENT IS 
TRYING TO HIDE ITS HAND, BUT WE SHOULD NOT LOSE SIGHT OF ITS 
REAL OBJECTIVE." 

MCNAMARA 
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